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Dental disease is the most common 
problem seen in our pet population today. 
Over 85% of all dogs and cats presented 
to veterinarians are affected by dental 
problems. This is especially true of the 
smaller breeds. The great majority of 
these pets are suffering from periodontal 
disease (dirty teeth).  

Periodontal disease is what causes bad 
breath as well as destruction of the bone 
supporting the teeth resulting in tooth 
loss. It will also cause heart, kidney and 
liver disease when left untreated. 

Our pet's teeth must be maintained in 
exactly the same manner as our own. 
Mechanical removal of plaque is the only 
true way to prevent dental disease from 
affecting your pet's mouth. This can be 
accomplished in various ways, but brushing 
is by far the most effective means.  
  

 

 

How to Brush your pets teeth 

 Start early, 8-12 weeks old is the best. 
Pets don't need maintenance this 
young, but by brushing once or twice 
weekly they will be familiar with the 
routine when the permanent teeth 
erupt.  

Work with your pet's mouth. With a little 
patience your pet will soon accept 
your attention. MAKE IT FUN for both 
of you. Use a lot of love and praise to 
gain their confidence.  

Handle the mouth and lips often and soon 
you will be able to rub the teeth and 
gums with your finger.  

Rub the teeth with a washcloth or 
gauze soaked with bouillon 
wrapped around your finger. You 
can also use a very small amount 
of pet toothpaste. They will soon 
look forward to this ''treat''.  

Finally use a finger brush or soft 
toothbrush and water to brush the 
teeth. Brushing the tongue side of 
the teeth is unnecessary. 

 DO NOT use human toothpaste. It 
foams and is not meant to be 
swallowed. We carry a dental kit 
with all the products you need. 

_______________ 
 There are other options if brushing 

is not an option for you: 

Abrasive foods and toys, dry 
kibble, Hills Prescription Diet t/d, 
oral care chews with 
chlorhexidine and chew toys are 
good choices.  

  

 

Maxigard is a flavorless gel that is 
put just above the molar on each 
side of the mouth.  This is to be 
applied 2-3 times weekly.   

Water additives are solutions that 
are added to the drinking water. 
You must mix fresh daily as 
directed. It is a xylitol base but at 
a minimal strength so that it is 
not toxic to your pets. 

 DO NOT FEED ANIMAL BONES, WHICH 

THEY CAN CRUNCH UP AND SWOLLOW. 

THIS CAN CAUSE AN OBSTRUCTION OR 

PERFERATION.  

  

The information provided here will 
greatly improve your pet's dental 
health and reduce their need for 
professional dental cleaning. Be sure to 
follow your veterinarian’s 
recommendations for professional 
dental cleaning. 
  

Thank you for letting us 
maintain your pets 

dental health! 
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