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Fleas are a nuisance in our area all year long. 

We understand the frustrations that you have 

because we have the same issues in our own 

homes and with our pets. We have put this 

information together to help answer your 

questions and make the decision of what 

products to use a little easier. Should you still 

have questions or concerns, please do not 

hesitate to ask one of our staff members to 

clarify the information for you. 

 

 

 
  

  

 

  

 

 

EGGS - are laid loosely in the hair and then drop off 

where the pet rests or sleeps (rugs, furniture, beds, etc). 

Outside, sand or gravel, under the house, in leaf piles, 

under shrubs, etc. are ideal places for development. Eggs 

hatch in 2 - 14 days into larvae.  Flea eggs are  1/2 of the 

entire flea population!  

LARVAE -  are 35% of the population. They are blind, 

avoid light, and take anywhere from one week to several 

months to develop depending on the environment.. They 

feed on the adult flea feces, dead skin, hair, feathers and 

other organic debris. They do not bite or suck blood.  

PUPAE - will mature to adulthood within a cocoon 

woven by the larvae. Pet hair, carpet fiber and other 

debris adhere to it making it virtually indestructible. This is 

10% of the population and can survive in this stage for 

up to 174 days!  

ADULTS - can emerge in 5 - 14 days or can remain in 

the cocoon until they detect vibration, heat, pressure or 

carbon dioxide. Adults are only 5% of the population. So 

if you see 5 adult fleas then there are 50 eggs, 35 larvae 

and 10 pupae just waiting to invade your pets and home 

in 2 weeks to 8 months. This is why year round control 

is so important! 

  

 

IMPORTANT POINTS 

 You must treat all animals in your household, 

inside and outside! 

 You must treat in your home, even if you don’t 

have carpet! 

 You must treat the yard. Squirrels, rabbits, 

raccoons, possums, fox & mice may come in 

your yard without you even knowing! 

 TREATING YOUR ENVIRONMENT 

Remove all debris from your yard that fleas can live in. 

There are many products on the market to treat your 

yard. We recommend that you go to your local garden 

center and ask what the best product is for your area 

and your type and size of yard. Vet-Kem Siphotrol Yard 

Spray is a product we carry and recommend. 

 When treating the inside of your home we 

recommend vacuuming first (even if you do not have 

carpet). The vibration, heat and noise will trick the 

pupae into hatching and you will get better results. 

Empty the canister or throw the bag away outside of the 

home. Again, we recommend that you contact the 

professionals in the garden center to ask what is 

appropriate for your home. We carry Vet-Kem 

Siphotrol Premise Spray. It contains an insect growth 

regulator (IGR) so it not only kills adult fleas but also 

kills the eggs and larvae. Remember the pupae are 

indestructible that is why you should vacuum first! 

 The yard and the home will need to be treated 

every two weeks until the infestation is resolved! Also 

remember if you treat all your pets all year round the 

chance of your environment getting infested is much less 

likely.    

 



    

  

 

 

TIME TO TREAT THE PETS!! 

 There are many over the counter and 

prescription items to treat your pets. Always, always use 

dog products on dogs and cat products on cats. Using 

dog products on cats can cause reactions that can be 

fatal! 

OVER THE COUNTER 

CAPSTAR - is a pill that can be given to dogs or cats. 

It only lasts for 24 hours, so it is best to use with 

another product that lasts for 30 days.  

FRONTLINE TRITAK - is the newest generation of 

the Frontline family. It is a topical product that is applied 

to the back of the neck for fleas and ticks. It has an 

added ingredient that starts killing the fleas within 30 

minutes and lasts for 30 days. It is available for dogs and 

cats 12 weeks and older. 

FRONTLINE PLUS - is a monthly topical product for 

fleas and ticks. It is applied the same as the Tritak. It is 

available for dogs and cats that are 8 weeks and older. 

 We do not recommend any products that can 

be purchased  a local feed or box store except 

Advantage. Many times these products have very large 

amounts of permethrins which at high levels can be toxic 

to your pets. For any topical product you must wait at 

least 3 days after applying to bathe and you must use a 

soap free, non-medicated shampoo to keep from 

stripping the product from the skin. If your pet needs 

medicated shampoo you may need to apply topical 

products more frequently.  

  

PRESCRIPTION ONLY PRODUCTS 

The following products can only be purchased if the pet 

has had an exam by one of our Doctors in the last 12 

months.  

NEXGARD - is a new soft beef flavored chew treat 

that kills fleas and ticks! It is given every 30 days and 

starts working in 30 minutes. It can be used in dogs and 

puppies only 8 weeks or older. 

COMFORTIS - is a monthly chewable tablet for dogs 

and cats. It kills adult fleas and prevents flea infestations. 

It starts working in 30 minutes and continues for 30 

days. 

TRIFEXIS - has the same active ingredient as 

Comfortis but also includes a product for heartworm 

prevention. This product is for dogs only. Your dog 

must be current on heartworm prevention or have a 

negative heartworm test and also have an exam with one 

of our Doctors within the last 12 months. 

REVOLUTION FOR CATS - is a monthly topical 

product for cats only at our clinic. It controls fleas, 

heartworms, intestinal worms and ear mites for 30 days. 

** Because Trifexis and Revolution are contain heartworm 

prevention they must be given every 30 days year round. ** 

  

If your area has ticks, we recommend using the 

NEXGARD. You can also use a PREVENTIC 

COLLAR in addition to monthly flea control. This 

collar is for dogs only and is effective for 3 months. We 

do not recommend it if your dogs have close contact 

with a cat. 

 

 

 

 FLEA FACTS 

 A single female adult flea can lay 15 -  20 eggs per day. 

That can be 600 in a lifetime! 

 They must have a blood meal to lay eggs. They can live 

on virtually any animal. This includes dogs, cats, rats, 

rabbits, opossum, fox, raccoons, chickens, squirrel 

and humans! 

 Adult fleas can hibernate from 2 - 12 months without 

feeding. 

 They can survive as a pupae for several months but 

once they emerge they must obtain a blood meal 

within one week. 

SUM IT UP 

 There are many products on the market for 

fleas but these are the products recommended by the 

veterinarians at Woodbine Animal Clinic for 

effectiveness and safety. These products are guaranteed 

by the manufacturer when purchased thru a veterinarian. 

Never use these products off label unless specifically 

directed by the veterinarian. 

 Our staff has had extensive education on the 

products we carry and can answer any questions you 

may have that are not addressed here. Our doctors and 

staff use these products and trust these products on 

their own pets. 

 We hope you find this information helpful. It 

can take several months to get a flea infestation under 

control. Just one dose or one treatment will not make it 

go away as you now know. Continual treatment and 

diligence is a must.  GOOD LUCK! 


